THE COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIREMENT

What You Need to Know

To graduate from San Marino High School, a student must earn forty (40) hours of community service.  Administrators and counselors will make the determination regarding what is acceptable service to meet this requirement.

REQUIRED FORMS - There are three forms used in association with the fulfillment of the service requirement:

Individual Service Project Form: Before beginning a service project, this form must be filled out and submitted to a counselor or administrator for approval.  If approved, the counselor/administrator will sign this form.  At the completion of the project, the adult supervisor who can validate the completion of the service hours for this project will sign the form.  When the project is completed and the form is signed, the form should be returned to the counseling office.  It will be kept in the student’s individual community service file.  Students may not earn service hours working for private companies or individuals, and they may not receive pay or any material remuneration to earn service credit.  A list of organizations offering service opportunities is available in the counseling office.  It is VERY important to receive prior permission for a project.  Students risk being denied credit for a project if they do not secure prior approval.

Service Learning Off Campus Permission Form: If the student will be doing service off campus that is not being done in connection with a school club or organization, parents will need to sign this form authorizing the student to perform service not being supervised by the school.  The form requires acknowledgement that the school is not supervising nor transporting the student to the location of the service project and requires the parent to give permission for the student to perform this service.  Examples might include work done for National Charity League, Eagle Scouts, Huntington Hospital, or Habitat for Humanity.  The parent permission form must be submitted with the Individual Service Project Form at the time the student seeks approval for a project.

Verification of Service Hours Log:  This logs keeps a running total of the service hours the student has earned.  Each time a project is finished and the Individual Service Project Form is submitted to the counseling office, this form should be updated.  It requires a brief description of the project by name (e.g. S.M. public library) and the number of hours completed for that project.

It is possible for a student to earn dual credit for service.  That is, the student may earn service for an outside group or agency or an on-campus group, and it will count towards the graduation requirement at SMHS if the service would otherwise be approved at SMHS.

